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SOUTHERN RAIL LINK 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.55 pm]:  I am extremely concerned that the changes to the Mandurah-Perth 
rail link will not benefit the electorates of Mandurah and Dawesville.  I believe the new route has been put 
together hastily, with arrogant disregard for proper planning.  It took six years of detailed planning and 
consultation to get the line to Mandurah by 2005, but only four months to change it.  To predict the line will be 
operable by 2006 is just a guess and will be proved incorrect. 

This Government that supposedly listens to the people of Western Australia has been in power only a few 
months, but it has angered many people with its dictatorial approach to the Mandurah-Perth rail link. 

Mr Templeman interjected. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Seven local governments - those of Rockingham, South Perth, Victoria Park, Canning, 
Gosnells, Melville and the City of Perth - are extremely upset at this Government’s lack of consultation 
regarding the revised route. 

Mr Templeman interjected. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I sympathise with the people of Rockingham, who lobbied professionally to get their link - 
now it has gone. 

People in my electorate were happy with the previous route through Kenwick and were not worried about the 12-
minute time saving of the new route.  Mandurah people needed the Kenwick route to open up extra employment 
opportunities.  When people are settled in, travelling to Perth, relaxing, reading the newspaper and taking a cup 
of coffee, a 12-minute time saving means very little. 

My people are not happy with the extra 12-month delay, and some believe the new route to be a political stunt 
and a power play.  This delay further emphasises the belief in Western Australia that the Gallop Government is 
more like a slow-trot Government.  There is more anger than praise for this amended project - just ask the 
member for South Perth.  It will be a catalyst for this Government to be a one-term Government.   

I remind the member for Mandurah that members do not interject during 90-second statements.   
 


